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Nichiren Shoshu Soka Gakkai of America September 30, 1982
AU
The Honorable William J. Casey ng,f\
Director indl D

Central Intelligence Agency
Washington, D.C. 20505

Dear Director Casey:

On behalf of Mr. George M. Williams, the General Director of our
American Buddhist organization, I would like to invite you and your guest
to attend some very special events which we have scheduled here in
Washington, D.C. during the October 9-10 weekend.

Twenty-five thousand NSA members will be gathering here to commemorate
the twenty-fifth anniversary of our activities in the United States. The
schedule for Saturday evening, October 9, includes a concert beginning at
7:00 p.m. on the Monument grounds featuring Herbie Hancock, other prominent
jazz artists and well-known entertainers; and a fireworks display twice the
size of the 4th of July show. We will sponsor a parade starting at 11:00 a.m.
Sunday, October 10, on Constitution Avenue which will feature a marching
unit carrying 10,000 3' x 5' American flags, followed by a spectacular
Hawaiian show on the Mall presented by 400 performers from among 1,000
NSA members travelling to Washington from Honolulu.

The overall theme of this activity is "Aloha, We Love America:" Aloha
expresses the open-armed warmth and friendship of the Hawaiian people and
echoes the spirit of NSA, which stresses the dignity of human life.

T have enclosed a brochure describing NSA, its purpose and activities,
together with a special issue of our weekly newspaper, the World Tribune,
featuring a recent event held to celebrate similar themes.

Special arrangements will be made for guest seating and parking. We
will contact your office in a few days to see whether you will be able to
attend. We sincerely hope you will be able to join us.

incerely yours,

. McCloskey
Executive Director
Southeastern Territory

4603 Eastern Avenue NE e Washington, D.C. 20018 ® Phone: (301) 779-3255
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“TOWARD THE 21ST CENTURY”

We live in an age when science and the things it has
created have gone beyond the spiritual development of
human beings — a time when people seem to have lost
control of the material civilization they have built. The time
has come to think, to ask ourselves where we are going.
Does the 21st century really hold bright hope for us?
As the situation stands, it is difficult to answer this
affirmatively. But what if there were a means to bring out
the infinite potential latent in human beings? A way to
bring new vitality to our educational system, our cultural
life, our social activities? The Buddhism of Nichiren
Daishonin offers such a way.

HISTORY AND PURPOSE OF NSA

NSA, the organization of lay believers in Nichiren
Daishonin’s Buddhism in America, was organized

in 1960. Since that time, its members have devoted
themselves to spreading the message of Buddhism —
that a way out of the morass of modern civilization is at
hand and readily available. This has been facilitated
through a variety of organized activities, including
discussion meetings in people’s homes, larger meetings
at NSA community centers, and participation in cultural
events in society at large. Though NSA is highly and
efficiently organized, its sole purpose is to serve the
individual believer.

The Buddhism of Nichiren Daishonin itself casts a
precious light upon the life of each individual believer.
in that sense, it is a personal religion. Yet Nichiren
Daishonin was mindful, too, of the needs of society as
awhole. To save the suffering masses of humanity, he left
us the Dai-Gohonzon, the supreme object of worship
which can bring peace and happiness to all mankind.
The purpose of NSA is to make known to our age the
compassionate spirit of Buddhism. |t is a movement for
the people that arose spontaneously from among the
people.
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DAISAKU IKEDA and his TRAVELS
FOR PEACE

In his years as president of the Soka Gakkai and now as
president of the Soka Gakkai International, Daisaku
lkeda has been instrumental in the worldwide lay
people’s movement. In 1960, he helped create NSA
while on his first overseas trip; at that time, he also visited
Canada and Brazil to get the movements started in
those places as well.

Mr. Ikeda has carried out a broad range of discussions
with various civic and cultural leaders throughout the
world. He has been to China and the Soviet Union on
several occasions. His dialogue with the late British
historian Arnold Toynbee on issues of vital concern to
modern man has been published in several languages.
He has given lectures at major universities and
donated books to these institutions’ libraries in hopes of
fostering mutual understanding among the peoples of
the world.

Mr. Ikeda is fond of all people, and he makes himself at
home wherever he goes, whether it be Paris, France or
Lima, Peru. He has been made an honorary citizen of
some forty-nine foreign countries, many of which have
given him citations of merit. The worldwide ambassador
of goodwill thinks of himself not as an ideologue, but
primarily as one human being working for peace. To him,
people are more important than ideology. He is acutely
aware that whatever a person might believe, he is still a
human being deserving of respect.
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CULTURAL MOVEMENT

At various times, NSA has staged
spectacular festivals showing the joy
of living that comes from practicing
Nichiren Daishonin’s Buddhism.The
nation’s Bicentennial in 1976 was the
focus of one such effort, put on for
the sake of people in Boston, Phila-
delphia, New York and Hawaii. For
its efforts, NSA was officially
recognized by the nation’s
Bicentennial sponsor, the American
Revolution Bicentennial Adminis-
tration (ARBA). The NSA shows,
parade units and floats all proudly
displayed the official ARBA logo.
To this day, NSA continues to partici-
pate in parades and other cultural
happenings.

MUSIC FOR HUMANITY

NSA parade units — its fife and drum
corps and its brass bands, organized
by locale—perform in parades
virtually the year round. Their lively
music and invigorating performance
have drawn praise from civic officials
across the land and thrilled
spectators in towns and cities
everywhere.
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